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1. Course Information and Prerequisites: 
 
Biology 3596A/B is a laboratory course. The emphasis is on individual, hands-on laboratory experience 
and scientific skills, particularly scientific writing. Six synchronous hours/week are devoted to this course 
(2 in-person lecture hours, 4 in-person lab hours)  
• Lectures will be in-person. Most classes will involve graded Activities (marked mainly for completion) 

that can be completed and submitted in class. Please bring paper and a pen, and, if available, a laptop, 
tablet, and/or smart phone (with internet capabilities) so you we can workshop your scientific skills. 

• Lab sections: Students have enrolled in a specific lab section. All laboratory sessions will be 





 

While the labs are there to give you hands-on technical experience, the lectures will focus on the 
development of the other essential scientific skills that researchers require, including designing research 
questions, literature and database research, scientific writing, and peer discussion. 
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Flexible Completion 
• Activities. This course will have at least 8 Activities, and the 6 Activities 



 

uses and disclosures of personal information. If students decide to create separate profiles on the 
providers’ websites, they are proceeding at their own risk.  

2. Limit Personal Information: Only provide the minimum amount of personal information. Avoid 
filling out any optional profile fields that request sensitive information such as your address, phone 

https://app.perusall.com/legal/privacy
https://www.edi.uwo.ca/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section1/mapp113.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


 

submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose 
of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.  Use of the service is subject to 
the licensing agreement, currently between Western University and Turnitin.com 
(http://www.turnitin.com). 
 
Professionalism & Privacy: 
Western students are expected to follow the Student Code of Conduct. Additionally, the following 
expectations and professional conduct apply to this course: 

 All course materials created by the instructor(s) are copyrighted and cannot be sold/shared 
 Recordings are not permitted (audio or video) without explicit permission  
 Permitted recordings are not to be distributed 
 All recorded sessions will remain within the course site or unlisted if streamed  

 
Support Services 
Please contact me by email (djeffer4@uwo.ca) if you require lecture or printed material in an alternate 
format or if any other arrangements can make this course more accessible to you. Note, all in-person 
sessions will be recorded for later viewing and all lecture slides will be posted to OWL as early as possible 
prior to the in-person sessions, if possible. You may also wish to contact Accessible Education at 
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html if you have any questions regarding 
accommodations. 
 
Please visit the Science & Basic Medical Sciences Academic Counselling webpage for information on 
adding/dropping courses, academic considerations for absences, appeals, exam conflicts, and many other 
academic related matters: https://www.uwo.ca/sci/counselling/  
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
(https://uwo.ca/health/) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
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This course is supported by the Science Student Donation Fund. If you are a BSc or BMSc student 
registered in the Faculty of Science or Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, you pay the Science 
Student Donation Fee. This fee contributes to the Science Student Donation Fund, which is administered 
by the Science Students’ Council (SSC). One or more grants from the Fund have allowed for the purchase 
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